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beat his kettle above a certain limited time, at, or
within hearing of the town of Ipswich, in mother
Lackland's time, she would have been obliged to
have raised the Devil for her assistance. But this I
leave to experiment.

As, I say, these two important questions may
take up a large tract by themselves, and as they
must needs be of vast consequence to the readers, I
doubt not the booksellers, who are generally public-
spirited gentlemen, will embrace the opportunity of
publishing such a valuable piece for the good of the
nation; so I shall adjourn it for the present.

Come we next in order, according to the contents
of this chapter, to the particular question in what
shape the Devil appeared to the first magicians, or
the enchanters of the most early times ; and the
answer is, as far as we can yet learn, that he did
not assume any shape or visible appearance at all:
whether it was his modesty or his policy is a ques-
tion has been a little, though not fully discussed, and
those that speak most favourably of Satan, think it
was the first; for in the early times of his intimacy
he might be loath perhaps to expose himself to his
new acquaintance; whereas afterwards, when he be-
came really a familiar spirit, in the literal sense of
the word, he made no difficulty to converse with his
favourites more openly, see and be seen ; of which
in its place.

But if this was not the case, it seems to me, that
at first, and while being only a night visiter. he
communicated himself by vision and dream only,
there was no manner of occasion for the locality of
his person, and for a real appearance; nor, if his
business was done, was it material whether he de-
livered it by his own mouth, or by the voice of any
of his trusty and well-beloved angels and agents,
who are certainly as capable to officiate in his place
as if he was there in person.